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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

This past year ends with mixed feelings for me. I saw many good things, but we also experienced 

some difficult times as well. In the midst of all of what has happened this past year, we continue 

to be blessed by God. We have been given this community, these buildings, and a call to be the 

people of God here and now in this place. What we will do in the future depends on what you, 

the people of Living Springs Lutheran Church, decide to support and live into as the followers of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

The year 2010 was another year that we had to deal with painful economic matters that shook 

many families and people, in the congregation and in the community. Our own congregations’ 

income was down. We cut back on staff and made some financial cuts that will be implemented 

in 2011. We also experienced a loss in membership as a response to the ELCA adoption of the 

sexuality statement in August 2009.  

 

Despite all of this, we welcomed 58 new members into the community of Living Springs. People 

are still looking for a church home, and many of them have found their way to Living Springs.  

  

I wish to give a special thanks to the staff of Living Springs. They are a dedicated and 

hardworking group of people. We welcomed Lexanne Graves this year as our part –time director 

of Faith Formation; she has added new energy and excitement to the Living Springs ministry. 

Nickie Riley has provided tremendous leadership to our choirs, played the organ, and directed 

our music ministry. Shawn Dunn has been wonderful as she has kept the office in order, and 

ministry information, which is no easy task with such a vast number of programs and activities 

here at Living Spring. Sherry Forsgren has kept our finances running smoothly in the midst of 

difficult times. And we give thanks for the musical gifts of Laura Turnmire as she has directed 

our bell Choirs. Finally, we give thanks for Tammy Mancuso and our preschool staff who 

provide a wonderful community outreach and a safe and nurturing place for the children we 

serve. These are the people who help to facilitate a great deal of the ministry. Thank you! 

 

The Church Council has done a faithful and responsible job with fewer resources this past year. 

Special thanks go to those who will be leaving council this year, Brenda Grohman, Jennifer 

Wiggins, Pete McManus and Annmarie McManus. And a special thank you to Steve Cronin who 

has served as treasurer for four years. 

 

Thank you to our ministry team leaders and all those who serve in any ministry at Living 

Springs. You make ministry come alive. You are truly the hands and feet of Jesus as you make 

Christ known here at Living Springs and far beyond. 

 

I would like to summarize some of the highlights and challenges that this year has presented. The 

year 2010 saw Living Springs to continue to be a child friendly parish. The children and youth 

are as much a part of the congregation as anyone else and their enthusiasm is a sign of good 

things to come. We have welcomed many newcomers, and people who visit here frequently, 

comment on how warm and friendly Living Springs is when they visit.  



 

Some of the special things we have undertaken in 2010 point to a congregation concerned about 

reaching out to others. We have served with Adams NE AME church to supply back packs to 

Long Leaf Middle School and other schools in the community. We hope that this will build 

friendships over the coming years. 

 

We resettled the Naji family from Iraq. This was an amazing effort that took time, talents and a 

financial commitment from the congregation. A special thank you to Pat Dickerson who 

coordinated this effort. This family is settled in Columbia and doing well. 

 

Our stewardship ministry team stepped up to the plate and wrote their own program this year 

entitle Loaves and Fishes. As a result, we had the best response in pledge cards in years.  

 

The most challenging piece of 2010 was our financial concerns. As a result this congregation 

made some hard choices concerning staffing and benevolence. I give thanks that Living Springs 

continues to give the give 10% of our expected income to the ministry of the wider church. This 

is a sign that we value the ministries of our synod and the ELCA including: Campus ministry, 

Newberry College, the Lutheran Seminary, World Hunger, Lutheran Family Services, etc. 

 

 The good news is that we have a God who loves us, a tradition of welcoming and sharing, and 

the ability to do whatever we put our minds and hearts to in the years to come.  

 

In closing, thank you for what you have done. I continue to be blessed to be your pastor. May 

God guide us, may Jesus lead us and may the Holy Spirit give us the tools and the will as we 

move ahead. 

 

With warmest regards, I remain, faithfully yours in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Chris 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION'S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Galatians 5:25 

 

What a joy it has been to witness Living Springs' members live out Paul's teachings in Galatians 

about being truly guided by the Spirit in all that we say and do. I get energized and invigorated 

when doing ministry with others who remain focused upon the goals set out in our educational 

ministries offered here for children, youth, and adults.  

 

In our baptismal promises we promise to bring children (no matter your age!) to worship and 

teach them about Jesus, the Ten Commandments, the Lord's Prayer, scripture and much more. 

Through our educational ministry opportunities here, we do indeed keep these promises by 

offering up Sunday School for all ages, Vacation Bible School for all ages, Passing on the Faith 

Milestones for families with children, intergenerational events during Reformation and Souper 

Bowl Sunday, just to name a few. It is these events whereby we learn about our Christian 

identity and get to know our fellow friends in Christ. My hope is that YOU take full advantage of 

these numerous learning opportunities to "keep you in step" with your spiritual journey.   

 

Over the summer our youth ministry leaders gathered together to embrace our new framework 

for upcoming youth activities. We wanted to ensure in all four of our youth groups that we 

planned monthly events to include 3 vital aspects: devotion, service and fellowship.  This is a 

framework set out for us in Jesus' ministry and we wanted to mirror that in our youth ministry 

programs. Now, we can gladly say this framework is a success in our youth groups and is 

building a strong foundation for growth!  

 

In keeping with the Spirit, I chose to augment the faith family component in our Preschool 

lessons and there has been great feedback from that. By merely adding a parent weekly letter 

about what we are doing in chapel and adding additional classroom faith building exercises, we 

have strengthened faith relations with parents, and even have more families worshipping with us! 

This is indeed a moment to pause and give thanks for the fruits of the Spirit!  

 

If you are interested in being a part of any of the educational ministries offered here, be it in a 

leadership or advisory role, please contact me. I am always looking for new volunteers to help 

bring Jesus' message of grace and hope to the world. 

 

Lastly, after being called here in May 2010, my family and I have been welcomed with 

graciousness and love. From helping me get my office set-up and ensuring our children felt 

comfortable in the preschool, to inviting us to sit with you at meals and fellowship time to get to 

know you, it is in these times where we have felt Christ's presence here.  For this, my family and 

I appreciate you. We look forward to growing with you! 

 

In Christ's love, 

 

 

Lexanne Graves, Associate in Ministry 
 



MUSIC DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

Dear Living Springs Family, 

It continues to be a pleasure to be among God’s people at Living Springs. Your faithfulness to 

the Northeast Columbia community is to be admired. My prayer is that more of the Living 

Springs community will feel a call to be a part of the Music Ministry and share their musical 

gifts with this congregation. 

 

The Chancel and Sanctuary Choirs continue to grow both in numbers and musicianship. They 

lead worship in both the 8:15 and the 10:45 services. Festival Services and Holy Week Services 

were led by both choirs. A Service of Lessons and Carols ended the year in December. The 505 

musicians continue to contribute weekly to the Saturday Service. We continue to add new music 

and musicians to our numbers. 

 

The Young Musicians were very busy in the spring with ringing bells and sing. They shared their 

gifts in 4 services in the spring. While there was no choir in the fall, several Young Musicians 

contributed to several services. 

 

The Living Springs Handbell Choir continues to add to the worship experience through Preludes, 

Offertories and Hymn Accompaniment. They enhance our services especially during Festival 

Services. 

 

My prayer is that the Music Ministry will continue to grow in numbers, musicianship, and in 

their call to the Music Ministry at Living Springs. Please consider your place of service at Living 

Springs, be it the Music Ministry or another ministry. Find your place and get started. If you 

don’t have time, encourage others to be involved. We need and would love to have you join us in 

Ministry at Living Springs. 

 

Pax, 

 

 

Nickie Riley 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONGREGATION STATISTICS 2010 

 

 

CONFIRMED 

 

Madeline Arnold 

Jackson Evans 

Meredith McKenzie 

Nowell Ramsey 

Faith Rutz 

Hannah Staudt 

Nicholas Stoxen 

Audrey Turnmire 

Nash Via 

 

BAPTIZED 

 

Alexis Brown 

Corbin Cassidy 

Jessica Clark 

Mason Day 

Catherine Fulkerson 

Jonathon Grohman 

Livianna Gutierrez 

Shayna James 

Finley Johnson 

Emily Keisler 

Alyssa Klark 

Kendra Klark 

Nicholas Kopec 

Noah Lazinek 

Jaxson Love 

Logan Mancuso 

London Mancuso 

Jacob Newton 

Baylee Owens 

Jennings Owens 

Joshua Smith 

 

 

 

 

RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

 

Scarlett Aeckerle 

Patricia Bartucca 

Aaron Frye 

James Fulkerson 

Christiel Fulkerson 

Coleman Fulkerson 

Catherine Fulkerson 

Scott Graves 

Lexanne Graves 

Anna Leigh Graves 

Wesley Graves 

Dan Lazinek 

Jacki Lazinek 

William Lazinek 

Blake Lindstedt 

Melissa Lindstedt 

Greg McMahan 

Cheryle McMahan 

Cheryl Milburn 

Catherine Milburn 

Carol Monroe 

Dave Northup 

Laura Northup 

Brooke Northup 

Charles Pollard 

Ruth Pollard 

Jennifer Tanner 

Sam Tanner 

Hayden Tanner 

Emily Tanner 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MARRIAGES 

 

Kevin Larsen + Terry Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNERALS 

 

Mildred Alcorn 

Alma Brantley 

Paula Anne Devann 

Luther Lindberg 

Shawn Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

 

TRANSFERRED THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

 

Robert and Lavada Barnhill, children Erin and Lexi 

Sean and Lisa Bishton, son Samuel 

Thurman and Cathy Bruffey 

Jon and Erica Carter, son Jackson 

Kathryn Diaz, son Saul 

Patricia Dixon 

Neil and Sharon Fletcher, children Devon and Nicole 

Jill Grivois, son Chase 

Anthony and Krista Gutierrez, children Alaia and Livianna 

Jeff and Anne Jacobs, children Josh and Connor 

Cara Johnson, son Robert 

James and Debra Lentz 

Paul and Haido Martin, daughter Theodora 

Beth Passer, son Reid 

John and Denise Peterson, children Anna Grace, Thomas, Evan 

Rob and Stephanie Phoenix, children Samuel, James, Anthony, Nancy, William 

Cindy Rasmussen, children Hannah Wilson 

Dan and Lisa Rider, daughter Ali 

Bill and Kathy Steele 

 

 



LIVING SPRINGS CHURCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

I want to thank all the members of Living Springs for allowing me the opportunity to 

serve as your council president. It has truly been an honor and a privilege. I also want to 

thank all of the members of Council for their support. It has been a tough year due to the 

uncertain economic environment. However, I am proud to say that this council faced the 

challenge head on and made some very difficult decisions in order to keep us on track. As 

a congregation, you continued to show your support and rallied behind us each and every 

time we needed you. It is not surprising that, even in the midst of these trying times, we 

were able to accomplish so much. 

 

We welcomed Lexanne Graves as Director of Faith Formation. The contributions that she 

has made during her short time with us have been tremendous. We were also able to 

provide support, financial and spiritual, to a refugee family from Iraq. The numerous 

committees, Lutheran men, the ladies groups, the youth, among others have continued to 

engage in efforts, both internal and external. Our community outreach is far and wide.  

 

The love and resilient spirit of this congregation continues to amaze me each and every 

day.  

 

I look forward to 2011 as I think it will be an exciting time for us as we continue to grow 

in our love of God, embracing what he has called us to do-CELEBRATE OUR LOVE 

FOR GOD, SHARE OUR GIFTS & SERVE THOSE IN NEED. 

 

 

Pat Dickerson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

 

The following pages contain information on the financial resources of the congregation 

for the period January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010. 

 

The balance sheet comparison report compares our financial position at the end of 2009 

with that of 2010. Assets decreased by $9,651 and liabilities decreased by $81,012, 

thereby increasing equity by $71,361. The congregation’s total assets are $1,458,653 with 

$945,766 in liabilities. 

 

The balance sheet reflects $40,000 of additional payments to reduce our mortgage as a 

result of our Forward in Faith Capital Campaign. 

 

The expenditures report summarizes the income and expenditures that were recorded as 

compared to the 2010 Spending Plan. The approved spending plan for 2010 was 

$511,963. Total expenditures amounted to $462,934, or 90% of the total spending plan. 

Total income was $460,016, thereby resulting in a net loss of Ordinary Income of $2,918. 

Other Income/Expense totaled -$7,151, resulting in a Net Loss of $10,070. 

 

Detailed copies of Living Springs’ financial records are available upon request at the 

Church office. 

 

Finally, I would like to extend special thanks to Sherry Forsgren, our Bookkeeper, and to 

Dan Camp, the chair of the Finance Ministry team, for their invaluable contributions in 

keeping our financial house in order. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Steve Cronin 
Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCIAL SECRETARY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

The following pages contain reports that summarize the contribution and attendance data 

for our congregation during calendar year 2010. 

 

The Financial Secretary’s Report summarizes all contributions made by our congregation 

during the calendar year January 2010 – December 2010. Those contributions are 

categorized as either non-designated (funds that are applied to the current church 

operating expenses) or designated (funds that are applied to the various ministries and 

projects of the congregation). 

 

All contribution data was reconciled and recorded weekly and reported to the 

congregational council monthly.  

 

The year-end charitable contributions report (by envelope # for each parishioner) has 

been prepared for 2010 and will be distributed by January 31, 2011. 

 

The year to date contributions: 

 

2010 contributions: vs. 2009 contributions: 

 

Non-designated =  $457,863.14    $556,230.43  

 

Designated    =  $50,379.45   $85,197.39 

 

Total of all offerings =  $507,570.59    $641,427.82 

 

Capital Campaign (Forward in Faith) = $48,780.51         (Jan 1 – Dec 31, 2010)  

Capital Campaign (Forward in Faith) = $88,192.02         (May1 – Dec 31, 2009) 

Total Capital Campaign Contributions = $136,972.53  

     

 

To all counters, thank you for your hard work and dedication. Without your commitment 

to accuracy and detail the job of the Financial Secretary and Treasurer would be 

immeasurable. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ken Creticos 
Financial Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 



CAPITAL FUNDS CAMPAIGN ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

 

Through the end of December, we have collected $137,606 for the Forward in Faith 

Capital Campaign. A total of $32,463 has been used to replace the roof, paint the steeple, 

and repair air conditioners. We have also made additional payments of $40,000 toward 

reducing the mortgage. The current balance in this account is $65,183. It will be 

necessary for us to utilize some of these funds in the very near future to replace the 

HVAC units in the sanctuary.  

 

Early in the campaign the church council made decisions related to how this money 

would be utilized. We have continued to follow this plan, funding only the priorities that 

were set by the leaders in the congregation. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has continued to honor the commitments made during the 

campaign.   

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Pat Dickerson 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

 “According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 

foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose with care how 

to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; 

that foundation is Jesus Christ.” 

-1 Corinthians 3:10-11 

 

The following is an overview of the programs and events within the Christian Education 

Ministry at Living Springs Lutheran Church that took place during the year 2010.  

 

 Confirmation Ministry 

The core of Confirmation Education is a two and a quarter year program, beginning in 

the 7th grade, and taught every Sunday from September through May from 9:30 am until 

10:30 am in the Katie Room on the main level of the administration building. The 

Augsburg Fortress curriculum, Here We Stand, provides core Lutheran doctrine and 

principles as well as in-depth studies of the Old and New Testaments, Holy Baptism, 

Holy Communion, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostle’s Creed. 

Experiences in music, movies, science, and other activities deepen the learning and 

incorporate life application lessons for today’s youth. The students also attend a six-week 

study on discerning their spiritual gifts. This class is taught by Jan Berger. In addition, 

students are required to attend one "off-campus" retreat during the spring and attend 

"Campfirmation at Lutherock" at least one time during their confirmation studies. 

 

 Eleven students attended the Faith Alive Retreat at Lutheridge April 30 - May 

2. Jan Berger "camped" with them and enjoyed spending time with other adult 

confirmation teachers.  Jan said, ―We had a wonderful time! The group studied 

Martin Luther and the Reformation and how we can be "evangelical" in our call to 

serve.‖ Ed Brennan and Craig Stoxen provided transportation for the group. 

 Campfirmation week was held June 20-26 at Lutherock. Teaching was focused 

on the life and travels of the Apostle Paul. The students enjoyed great food, 

fellowship, hiking, high ropes courses, a zip line, mountain water slides and more! 

We give thanks to God for: Allie Olsen, Nick Stoxen, Patrick Lay, Nowell 

Ramsey, Andrew Levitt, Sam Drafts, and Jackson Evans. 

 Confirmation Orientation was held on August 30. Sixteen Confirmation 

students were enrolled for study in 2010. 

 Nine youth were confirmed during the Affirmation of Baptism service on 

Reformation Sunday, October 24, 2010. We give thanks to God for Madeline 

Arnold, Meredith McKenzie, Nowell Ramsey, Faith Rutz, Hannah Staudt, 

Nicholas Stoxen, Audrey Turnmire, Jackson Evans, Nash Via, and all of their 

families. Each confirmand wore a special stole they designed depicting their 

spiritual gifts and how they will use them. We also want to recognize Sarah 

Hurlbert, daughter of Jeanne and Marshall Hurlbert, who participated in the 



program, but will be confirmed in the Catholic Church.  We are also especially 

thankful to Jan Berger for all her work with the Confirmation Ministry!   

 

Expenses for the Confirmation Ministry for the year were approximately $1600 for 

program costs (Here We Stand license, Confirmation Dinner, Catechism books, stoles 

and supplies, and the Spring Retreat) and $2400 for Campfirmation. Most of these 

expenses were paid by donations to this ministry and also by parents who paid for their 

child's participation in the Faith Alive Retreat. We give thanks to God for all the students, 

their families, and congregational members who support this valuable ministry. Many 

thanks for our Confirmation leaders: Jan Berger (Confirmation Director), Mike Davidson, 

Bob and Laura Turnmire, Pastor Christine Stoxen, and Lexanne Graves.  We also 

appreciated having Alicia Koon, one of our seminarian students, teach for two months in 

November and December.  

 

 

 Sunday School Program 

All God’s children are called to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through lifelong 

learning.  

 

We have more than 140 children and youth at Living Springs; 77 are enrolled in the 

Sunday School Program! Here are some highlights from the past year: 

 A Sunday School Year End Celebration and Sunday School Teacher 

Appreciation were held on Sunday, May 16 from 9:30am-10:30am in the 

Sanctuary. There were no children or youth Sunday school classes on this day. 

Children in grades K-6, and the Confirmation and High School Youth were 

present. All celebrated! We give thanks to God for all who have served as Sunday 

School teachers this year: Kari Arnold, Peter Moore, Jan Berger, Sally Moore, 

Rocky Berger, Diane Rager, Lisa Bishton, Ron Ramsey, Jean Cronin, Nickie 

Riley, Steve Cronin, Amy Sensabaugh, Brantley Davidson, Sherri Staudt, Mike 

Davidson, Pastor Chris, Tina Edwards, Craig Stoxen, Vicar Sarah Flatt, Sarah 

Sweitzer, Sharon Fletcher, Bob Turnmire, Peg Fox, Laura Turnmire, Bob Gill, 

Jennifer Wiggins, Rev. Bob Helton, Dan Wuori, Shannon Johnson, Peter 

Zvejnieks, Alison Levitt, and Debbie Zvejnieks. 

 All offerings from children, youth and adult Sunday school classes go to Heifer 

International, which provides long-term solutions for ending world hunger. We 

collected $1500 and were able to purchase two heifers and two water buffalos. 

Thank you for your continued support of Heifer International!  

 Sunday School Rally Day Kickoff was held on Sunday, August 22 and was 

coordinated by Lexanne Graves. Sixty-six people attended this fun family event.  

 Sunday School Classes for all ages resumed on August 29 with 102 people in 

attendance. Children’s songs began at 9:15am on the lower level. Children ages 2-

grade 6 met in classrooms on the lower level of the Administration Building. 

Children ages Ages 2-3 through Grade 6 were taught lessons from the Spark 

curriculum. Confirmation students met in the Katie Room on the main level of the 

Administration Building and were taught lessons from the Here We Stand 



confirmation curriculum by Jan and Rocky Berger. High School Youth met in the 

Luther Room on the main level of the Administration Building and were taught 

by Adam Woodruff. The Large Group Study for adults met in the Fellowship 

Hall. A new Sunday school class for marriage couples entitled Marriage 

L.I.G.H.T. was started and taught by Amy Sensabaugh. An additional Adult Bible 

Study Class began in November 2010 taught by Pastor Chris on the Gospel of 

Matthew. 

 An Intergenerational Sunday School event was held on Reformation Sunday, 

October 31, 2010, where we gathered for fun and fellowship and learned about 

Martin Luther. 

 

 

Sunday School Curriculum and Attendance 

 Spark Sunday School Program activates faith in children Ages 2 through Grade 

6. Spark is Bible-centered, and encourages kids to open the Scriptures and explore 

God's Word through a variety of age-appropriate activities designed to 

accommodate all of the different ways children learn. 

 7th-8th Grade Confirmation Curriculum is Here We Stand. 

 The High School Youth Sunday School Program, led by Adam Woodruff, 

seeks to engage young people in looking at world events through the lens of faith 

and Scripture. Small groups gather weekly for faith conversations and 

experiences.  

 Year ending class attendance results for children and youth:  

 

Class Enrolled 

Students 

Average 

Attendance 

Ages 2 and 3 16 8 

PreK-K 22 8 

Grades 1-2 13 7 

Grades 3 & 4 15 6 

Grades 5 & 6 18 6 

Confirmation 16 14 

High School 26 4 

Overall Attendance 140 8 

 

 Adult Sunday School  

Three Adult Sunday School classes are offered.  

o Marriage L.I.G.H.T (Learning In God’s House Together) meets in the 

multipurpose room. Couples meet weekly to discuss the Lutheran Course 

on Marriage.  

o The Large Group Study meets in the Ducate Fellowship Hall where 

instructors present a variety of topics for group discussion. The following 

topics were presented: 

 January: Genes, DNA, Science (Sarah Sweitzer) 

 February: Psalms (Vicar Sarah Flatt) 

 March: Martin Luther (Ron Ramsey) 



 April: Worship and Music (Nickie Riley) 

 May: Mothers of the Bible (Peter and Debbie Zvejnieks) 

 June – August: Daily Discipleship 

 September: Stewardship Education (Dan Camp, Todd Gunvalson, 

Mark Stuart, Mike Davidson, Pastor Chris) 

 October: Social Justice Statement (Alicia Koon, Seminarian) 

 November: II Timothy (Rev. Charles Pollard) 

 December: Martin Luther II (Ron Ramsey) 

o Bible Study Class led by Pastor Chris meets in her office and studies 

books of the Bible.  

 

An average of 18 adults attended the Large Group Study in the FH, an average of 10 

adults attended the Marriage Class, and an average of 6 attended the Bible Study class.  

 

We give thanks to God for all the students and their families who support these valuable 

programs. We also give thanks for all our program leaders and teachers! 

 

 

 Children’s Summer Camp 2010 

High Seas Summer Camp was held June 6-11. Thirty-two preschool and nine after 

school care children, and 19 church campers participated for a total of 60 participants. 

Four band members from Watermark Denmark were hosted by three families. Fourteen 

adult staff participated, and six adult volunteers and 12 youth volunteers served. A $355 

cash donation was given to Watermark Denmark. Three Bibles were given to children 

who did not have Bibles at home. Thank you to everyone who helped with Summer 

Camp this year! We wish to especially thank Charles Tracy who made and donated 110 t-

shirts for the campers, and Jean Cronin and Cindy Day for all their work and dedication!  

 

 Vacation Bible School 2010 

Vacation Bible School was held during the evenings of July 11-16 for ages 3-Grade 5. 

The theme was Discovery Canyon: Explore the Wonders of the Word.  Bible stories 

were introduced daily and reinforced through activities of music, games, crafts, 

storytelling, drama and science. The congregation and community were welcomed to 

attend. Youth in grades 6-12 were invited to participate in community service projects. 

An average of 100 children and youth participated each night! The week-long events 

concluded with a celebration, cookout, and water fun for the kids. We give thanks to God 

for all the participants, leaders and students. Expenses for the year were $1500. Many 

thanks to Amy Sensabaugh and Lexanne Graves for a job well done in directing Vacation 

Bible School! 

 

 Bible Study Programs 

“…for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

 -Acts 4:20 

 The Adult Women’s Bible Study Group met every Tuesday at 10am for 

Scripture study. The group was led by the Pastor/Vicar.  

 The Weekly Adult Contemporary Bible Study Group met every Tuesday night 



at 7pm. The group was led by Pete Amoth. Childcare was available upon request.   

 

 

 Congregational Weekend Retreat 

The Annual Congregational Weekend Retreat was held October 22-24 at Camp 

Lutherock in North Carolina. Three families gathered to spend three days at Camp 

Lutherock in Newland, NC. They took time to get away, enjoy God's creation, and build 

lasting memories together!  

 

 

 Passing on Faith 

“Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your 

children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 

down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on 

your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”                              

-Deuteronomy 6:6-9 

 

Living Stones is our faith milestone ministry. Milestones bring God's presence into the 

home and the rituals of daily life into the church. We celebrate the following milestones 

at Living Springs: Birth, Baptism, First Anniversary of Baptism, Entering Sunday 

school, First Holy Communion, Kids and Money, Lord’s Prayer, Apostles Creed, 

Entering Confirmation, Rite of Confirmation, Driver’s License, and Quillows 

Celebration. 

 

 Through the sacrament of Holy Baptism, the congregation welcomed eighteen 

individuals into the Lord’s family and received them as fellow members of the 

Body of Christ. Alexis Brown, Corbin Cassidy, Jessica Clark, Catherine 

Fulkerson, Jonathon Grohman, Livianna Gutierrez, Shayna James, Finley 

Johnson, Emily Keisler, Alyssa Klark, Kendra Klark, Nicholas Kopec, Noah 

Lazinek, Logan Mancuso, London Mancuso, Jennings Owens, Baylee Owens and 

Joshua Smith were presented for Holy Baptism. Baptismal Blankets with 

personalized cross-stitching sewn by members of the congregation were given to 

the young children and Bibles were presented to the older children and the adult. 

A Baptismal Candle and Certificate, and the book Water, Come Down! were 

given to each and everyone. Faith Chests constructed by members of the 

congregation were given to the young children. 

 On the Baptism of our Lord Sunday, the congregation affirmed their Baptism and 

presented five individuals with an engraved Baptismal Medallion, to remind 

them of their Baptism in 2009. We give thanks to God for Olivia Renee Fox, 

Alaia Gutierrez, Ava Linder Branham, Jacob Ryan Keisler and Parker Cowherd.  

“...Let your light shine before others...” - Matthew 5:16 

 Bring Your Bible Sunday Intergenerational event was held on February 7, 

Souper Bowl Sunday. Sixty adults and children attended the event. The Passing 

on Faith Team led the event by organizing students into small cross-generational 

age groups and introducing the basics of how to use the Bible and reinforcing the 

taking faith home sheets by practicing the 4 Keys. The Frank or Prank activity 



was a highlight. The event was well received by participants and will become a 

tradition.  

 An all day instructional class for First Holy Communion took place on March 

27. The children came together with their parents to experience the joy and 

fellowship of God. Five children and their parents received instruction and 

celebrated their First Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday: Sarah Kate Barrier, 

Thomas Gunter, Mary Wyatt Johnson, Jacob Newton and Brooke Northup. The 

children crafted their chalices and made the Communion bread. Jan and Rocky 

Berger instructed the group. The Art Elements provided ceramic supplies and 

assisted the children in making their chalices. Judy Lawrence baked the bread and 

Rocky Berger cooked the meal. We give thanks to God and pray for the First 

Communion Class of 2010 and their families.  

 First Holy Communion was celebrated on Maundy Thursday, April 1. Eight 

children came to the welcome table to receive the sacrament. Drinking from the 

chalice cups they created at First Communion Instruction, they received in bread 

and wine the body and blood of our Lord and shall go forth to proclaim God’s 

mercy and forgiveness. Personalized Bibles and Certificates were presented to the 

children. We give thanks to God and pray for the First Holy Communion Class of 

2010 and their families: Sarah Kate Barrier, Thomas Gunter, Mary Wyatt 

Johnson, Jacob Newton and Brooke Northup. 

 Kids & Money Milestone was taught on February 28 and March 7 to four first and 

second grade families. The families participated in activities to learn how to be 

good stewards of what God has given to us and to grow in giving. The two week 

course was offered during the Sunday school hour and celebrated during worship. 

Each family present at the 10:45am worship service received a copy of the book, 

The ABC’s of Handling Money God’s Way, and the milestone was celebrated with 

the congregation. We give thanks to God for Sean Cronin, Zane Coughlin, 

Connor Horan, Nevaeh Fulton and their families.  

 NEW! An Apostle’s Creed Retreat on Saturday, May 22. All children in fourth 

and fifth grade were invited to attend. The students and their families learned 

about the Apostle’s Creed during an afternoon of interactive activities. The 

students received a special copy of the Apostle’s Creed marking the Milestone at 

Worship. We give thanks to God for Anthony Sampedro, Julia Tenhover, Ryan 

Staudt and their families.  

 Entering Confirmation Faith Milestone was celebrated on August 29 during 

worship. Children placed Luther’s Small Catechism in the hands of their parents 

and parents placed the Study Bible in the hands of their children. Together they 

affirmed their commitment to walk the faith journey together during confirmation 

by studying and learning the basics of faith and the Word of God and responding 

to God’s living Word. 

 Entering Sunday School Faith Milestone was celebrated on September 19. 

Children and their parents who entered Sunday School celebrated by participating 

in a special Sunday School Class led by Lexanne Graves, and having a blessing at 

the Baptismal fount. Each child received a rock from the fount to add to his/her 

Faith Chest. Parents promised to continue to bring God’s presence into their home 

and continue their Baptismal promise to their children.  



 A Lord’s Prayer Retreat was held for third graders on Saturday, October 9. 

Three children (Brooke Northup, Laura Stuart, and Julia Sampedro) and their 

parents learned about prayer and the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer during an 

afternoon of interactive activities.  The children received a special bookmark 

marking the Lord’s Prayer Milestone at Worship. The Lord’s Prayer is a Faith 

Milestone, which brings God's presence into the home and the rituals of daily life 

into the church. Thank you to all who witnessed the celebration as parents and 

their children tended the Baptismal journey!  

 On Reformation Sunday, November 7, eleven youth affirmed the promises made at 

Baptism in the Rite of Confirmation. Wearing robes and the personalized red 

stoles they created, they were presented with a Cross and an engraved copy of 

Luther’s Small Catechism and were called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. We give thanks to God and pray for the Confirmation Class of 2010 and 

their families : Madeline Arnold, Samuel Bailey, Sarah Hurlbert, Meredith 

Mckenzie, Nowell Ramsey, Faith Rutz, Hannah Stuadt, Nicholas Stoxen, Audrey 

Turnmire, Jackson Evans, and Nash Via. 

  NEW! A Driver’s License Milestone was added to in 2010. The curriculum was 

created by Lexanne Graves and Seminary Intern, Alicia Koon. All high school 

students who received their restricted or permanent Driver’s License were invited 

to attend. The students participated in a Sunday school hour of interactive 

activities, and will receive a key chain in Worship. We give thanks to God for 

Zach Stoxen and Trevor Edwards, and pray for their continued safety as new 

drivers!  

 Quillow Celebration was held to honor the 2010 high school graduates, Erin 

Barnhill, Jessica Bazemore, Caroline Berger, Melinda Brouwer, Emily Day, 

Andrew Drafts, Amber Dye, Mary Fox, Claire Potts, Shawn Sullivan, Alyssa 

Trenery, and Andrew Wyka, and their parents on May 30 and June 6 during 

Worship. The graduates and their families entered a covenant by affirming their 

Baptism and agreeing to support these young people as they continue their faith 

journey. The parents and the graduates participated in a laying on of hands and 

were presented with a Quillow (which is a quilt that folds into a pillow and was 

made by members of the congregation) during the celebration.  

 

 

 Home Devotionals  
Families were provided with Family Devotionals during Lent and Advent.  

 

Expenses for Passing on Faith for the year were $400 (including donations). Many 

thanks to the Passing on the Faith team, all the parents and children who participated in 

the activities, and to all who gave of their time and talent on these special projects.  

 

 

 Chapel Service 

Lexanne Graves and Pastor Chris wrote, planned, and provided leadership twice a week 

for the children and their teachers that attend Preschool Chapel. All preschool students 



now receive a home connection for the Chapel Lesson they participated in during the 

week. We are excited about the Faith Formation happening in our Preschool!  

 

 

 National Lutheran Schools Week  

National Lutheran Schools Week was celebrated March 7, 2009. Special activities 

celebrating Lutheran schools were held at the preschool throughout the week. 

Congregation members and preschool staff and families came together on Sunday, March 

7 to worship God and install the Preschool teachers. A reception was held in the 

Fellowship Hall at Noon; 25 of the preschool teachers and their families joined us for the 

Installation. We offered many thanks to the Women of the ELCA who donated the flower 

materials, and to all the church members who helped make the reception for the teachers 

such a success. We give thanks to God for all the teachers, students and their families, the 

congregation, and the preschool board members.  

 

 

 Easter Program 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt and Bag Lunch was celebrated on Palm Sunday. The 

children enjoyed games and prizes! The event was attended by 50 children and their 

families; 80 bag lunches were sold, and $200 was raised for Campfirmation. We are 

grateful to all who purchased lunches, brownies and rolls, and to all who donated food 

and candy for the bag lunches and games. The Youth did a wonderful job running the 

games.   

 

 

 Thanksgiving Potluck Feast  

God’s glorious feast is prepared for all! Families of the preschool and congregation 

gathered together on Thursday, November 18 for
 
a dinner and silent auction. One 

hundred fifty people attended! The banquet tables were overflowing with good food, and 

people gathered to give thanks and share their blessings.   

 

 

 Christmas Program 

In partnership with the Youth Ministry, the annual Christmas Program was celebrated on 

Sunday, December 12. A spaghetti dinner was enjoyed by all before the program. This 

year’s performance was entitled A Curious Christmas. We give thanks to Josie Wolfe for 

directing the program, and for Robin McMillan for playing the music! The elf store 

shopping excursion followed the program. Funds donated will support youth programs.  

 

 

 Youth and Child Protection Policy Training 

Our congregation’s stated purpose for establishing and providing detailed policies and 

procedures for the protection of our children is to help implement and maintain a safe 

environment that will enhance everyone’s ability to participate freely in the life of the 

church. This training is required for staff and volunteers who minister to minors or serve 



alongside minors in the various ministries throughout Living Springs Lutheran Church. 

The annual training workshop was held on Saturday, August 14 from 9am to 12 Noon. 

Two additional training sessions took place during the week. Thank you to Lexanne 

Graves, Mike Davidson, and Amy Sensabaugh for leading the training sessions.  

 

 

 The Christian Education Ministry Team 

In the year 20100, the team met on a regular basis to effectively plan and carry out the 

programs and events within the ministry. We followed the Vision Impact Process (VIP) 

Ministry Manual, which includes the team’s purpose, core values, operating principles, 

calendar of events, organizational workflows, roles and responsibilities, policies and 

procedures, goals and objectives, marketing methods, and budget plan. Our vision and 

mission is the church’s vision and mission. Our purpose and core values unite us in 

fulfilling this mission. Our purpose is: 

 

Filled with the Holy Spirit. We are called to be God's disciples and serve others within 

our congregation, home, school, and community by laying the foundation for a lifelong 

journey of faith through: 

 Providing scripture-based and grace-centered learning and fellowship for all ages. 

 Planning programs that are contextual and support age-specific and 

intergenerational activities. 

 Fostering diverse and multi-cultural experiences among believers. 

 Nurturing disciples in their path toward becoming faith-filled witnesses. 

 Inspiring people to transform God's world through faith and love. 

 

During the past year, the Christian Education Ministry has greatly expanded its Faith 

Milestone Ministry. We plan to continue adding Faith Milestones during the next year. 

Our team meets frequently to discuss Sunday school, Passing on the Faith, or general 

Christian Education issues and activities. In lieu of an annual retreat, we decided to meet 

bimonthly for a general business meeting. During 2010, Lexanne Graves, Associate in 

Ministry, was hired by Living Springs as Director of Faith Formation. Lexanne took over 

the role of Sunday School Superintendant during August 2010. She has also been 

instrumental in planning all of Christian Education’s events, and has greatly enhanced the 

faith formation of the preschool children. We have been truly blessed to have Lexanne as 

part of the Christian Education Team!  

 

The Christian Education Team applauds and supports all the ministries and programs at 

Living Springs, with special acknowledgment to the LMM, Women of ELCA, the 

Worship Ministry Team, the Children and Youth Ministry Team, and the Preschool and 

After School Care for providing educational opportunities in Bible study, community 

awareness, worship, and child development.   

 

We look forward to the new year. Some of our Goals for 2011 are:  

 Grow community education with parenting classes and youth leadership training 

 Expand support group for parents of preschool and church 

 Expand the Faith Milestone Ministry 



 Coordinate more activities with Youth Ministry 

 

Submitted by the Christian Education Ministry Team 

Jan Berger    Confirmation Director 

Jean Cronin*    Sunday School Co-Superintendent  

Bob Gill*    Adult Education Director 

Shannon Johnson   Team Member 

Alison Levitt    Passing on the Faith Team Member 

Sally Moore    Passing on the Faith Team Member 

Beth Passer*    Passing on the Faith Team Member 

Amy Sensabaugh   Ministry Team Leader 

Sherri Staudt*    Sunday School Co-Superintendent 

Jennifer Wiggins   Church Council Liaison 

Lexanne Graves*   Director of Faith Formation 

Pastor Christine Stoxen  Pastor 

 

*As of August 2010, the Christian Education Team has changed as follows: 

Jean Cronin-Passing on the Faith Team Member 

Bob Gill-Resigned 

Beth Passer-Moved 

Sherri Staudt-Resigned 

Lexanne Graves-Sunday School Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LSLC PLAYGROUP ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

The Living Springs Playgroup is made up of a group of stay at home moms and their 

little ones. Over the past year we have gotten together twice a month at various 

playgrounds and activity centers. The kids have had a great time sharing playtime with 

one another and gaining social skills with familiar faces from church. The moms in the 

group have greatly benefited from the friendships made and the support that moms are 

able to give one another. Several members of our group have moved here from out of 

state and the playgroup gave them an instant foundation in the community and allowed 

them to comfortably get to know other moms and kids during what can be a tough 

transition. The playgroup welcomes all members of the church (including dads) and of 

the community. We are looking forward to another great year of fellowship for ourselves 

and our children! 

 

Josie Wolfe 

 



 

 

 

 

EVANGELISM ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Ministry Team met eleven times during the year, discussions focused on 

the mission of the team as it relates to the church and non-church community.  

 

Two noisy offerings were had to benefit the Pastors Discretionary Fund and the Youth 

Groups Harvest Hope Ministry. 

 

The Mugging Ministry continues with many mugs being distributed to visitors of Living 

Springs. 1500 Christmas and Easter flyers were distributed in surrounding neighborhoods 

in an effort to introduce and invite neighbors to our church.  

 

Spring-Fest was held in April and the profits used for the Pastors discretionary fund. 

Thrivent Financial matched the monies raised at the event. 

 

Trunk or Treat was held in October so children o Living Springs and the local community 

could enjoy a safe Halloween. 

 

 

The team is thankful for the support and guidance of Pastor Chris and Lexanne Graves 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Charles Tracy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FACILITIES ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

The facilities team has been operating within an extremely tight budget and has been 

working on simple upkeep of the building. Most of the work that has been completed 

during the year has been limited to regular maintenance of the building including but not 

limited to, bulb replacement, touch up paint, minor repair of odds and ends in the 

building, and grounds maintenance.  

 

Currently, the facilities team has been working with Spring Valley heat and air, assisting 

in the removal and replacement of (4) hvac units in the sanctuary. The heating system has 

proved to be unreliable this winter, and during trouble shooting procedures it was 

discovered the there was a bad ac unit on the the exterior of the building that was in need 

of replacement. Pending completion of the hvac install, facilities will restore the 

Christmas decorations. The process of clearing out and cleaning the storage shed has 

been started and will allow all of the facilities equipment and parts and materials to be re-

located out of the interior closet and into the shed. And should serve as a work and repair 

area for the facilities crew and allow for some storage of larger items (i.e. mower and 

building maintenance related products). Once the shed has been completed, we will be 

able to re configure the internal closet for food storage and materials for the back pack 

project.  

 

Facilities is also in the process of starting to assemble ―shovel‖ ready projects that will be 

maintained in the admin building and available to distribute to anyone who has time and 

or the skills to complete. We envision a ―pick a project type display‖.  

Facilities is currently monitoring a minor water leak in the preschool building. This is a 

result of water coming in around the electrical trunk line about the ceiling into one of the 

classrooms. We are currently devising a plan of action and repair options. Facilities has 

also been approached by the preschool to assist in the planning and construction of a 

―garden‖ for the preschool.   

 

Thanks again to the volunteers to make up the facilities team.  

 

Joe Canterbury  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINANCE MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 

since you know that you will receive and inheritance from the Lord as a reward.                                                                          

It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Colossians 3:23-24 

 The Finance Ministry is charged with overseeing the business of the church. We are 

blessed to have great people that handle the various functions that involve the church’s 

finances: 

 Treasurer – Steve Cronin     Counters 

 Bookkeeper – Sherry Forsgren    Finance committee  

 Financial Secretary – Ken Creticos 

The finance committee will oversee an audit. We welcome Charles Tracey as our new 

treasurer. 

We thank our church staff for the great service they do for the mission of the church 

every day of the year. With God’s blessings, we will continue to offer our talents to the 

His glory. 

The Finance Ministry Team 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Dan Camp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVING SPRINGS LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

“Service to Christ through Mission support” 

 

PRIMARY MISSION: to strengthen the spiritual development and witness of men and 

to provide financial and other support to mission congregations in the South Carolina 

Synod. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: all men who attend Living Springs Lutheran Church are members of 

our organization. We promote the involvement and participation of all males, young and 

even not so young. All are welcomed to participate. 

 

OUR PURPOSE: God’s grace, to nurture the men of Living Springs in the Word of God 

so as to grow in faith, hope and love, to see daily life as the primary setting for the 

exercise of their Christian faith, and to use the gifts God has given us to help one another. 

 

WHAT WE DO: in addition to raising funds to support scholarships within our own 

congregation, as well as other projects that may present themselves, we contribute to the 

following South Carolina Men in Mission funds: 

 

The Gift Fund, which provides direct gifts to mission congregations to use in any manner 

the pastor/developer and congregational council deems appropriate. The fund is depleted 

annually and rebuilt the following year. 

 

The Loan Fund, which was started in 1925 and provides interest-free loans to mission 

congregations up to $350,000 for up to 20 years for capital improvements or debt 

reduction. Loans may be made to non-mission churches or ministries of the SC Synod as 

―Special Cases‖ with a $150,000 maximum for a 10 year period. The fund has assets of 

over $2.5 million with approximately $1 million on loan to congregations/institutions. 

 

The New Mission Start Program was established to fund pastors/developers of new 

mission churches during the early years of the church’s development. Currently the 

program is supporting five new mission churches in South Carolina. 

 

The Committee of 100 was formed in 1976 to raise additional money for the Loan Fund. 

The intent was to have 100 men contribute $100 each. Today the goal is to have 1,200 

men and women of the church to donate $100 or more each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Highlights for this year included the following activities: 

 

 Held monthly meetings, usually scheduled on the 3
rd

 Monday of the month with 

a variety of activities to include ―Boys Night Out‖ 

 Prepared and served Easter morning breakfast for the congregation. The 

proceeds from the event went to the Carl Lowman Scholarship Fund, supporting 

young men pursuing a college education. 

 Helped raise funds for the youth to go to the National Youth Gathering by 

cooking and preparing BBQ lunches. 

 Attended the State and several Midlands Conference meetings, as well as hosted 

the fall meeting at the fellowship hall. 

 Held annual Shannon Long Memorial Fund golf tournament, banquet and 

auction in which 50 golfers and 80 diners helped raise over $4500. 

 Conducted church services on Lutheran Men’s Sunday in September/ 

 Held another BBQ fundraiser in October (now an annual event) and raised $735 

to support our yearly SC Lutheran Men in Mission apportionment. 

 Met our apportionment for the year. 

 Wrapped up the year with our annual Christmas get together by electing new 

officers during our December meeting. Serving in 2010 will be President, Adam 

Woodruff; Vice President, Bob Turnmire: Secretary, Mike Wyka; Treasurer; 

Herb Brantley; and Committee of 100 Chair; Irvin LeGrand. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Adam Woodruff, President 2010 

 

 

SOFTBALL TEAM 

During 2010, the Living Springs Softball Team experienced a very successful year.  In 

the Spring-Summer Season, the team won the end of the season tournament.  During the 

Summer-Fall Season, the team triumphed as regular season champions and as runner-ups 

in the end of the year tournament.   

All of the games are played at Killian Park and one of our church members, Blake 

Branham, serves as one of the umpires and administrators for this  long-standing church 

league.  All games begin with each team gathering on the foul lines and joining together 

in a prayer.  A short devotion and prayer is held by the Living Springs team after each 

game. 

Members of team are:  Joe Canterbury, Zach Stoxen, Adam Woodruff, Gabe Flores, Lee 

Harmon, Ryan Fulkerson, David Smith, Ryan Harmon, Kevin Shaver, Robert Grohman, 

Christian Grohman, Brandon Wiggins, Daniel Rager, Braden Wallace, Darin 

Sensabaugh, Ed Brennan, Jonathon Cowherd, John Henry Griffin, Steve Padgett, Larry 

Lowman, Mike Davidson, and Gabe the 2
nd

 baseman. 

 

 



SOCIAL INREACH MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

The Social Inreach Ministry functions to provide social services and functions which 

promote fellowship, spiritual growth and care within the congregation. 

These events this year included: 

+Helping WELCA and Irvin LeGrand with advertisement of the White Elephant sale 

which benefits the Phebe LeGrand Scholarship Fund. 

 

+Small Group Dinners were held in April with a French theme and in July with a 

Barbeque theme. 

 

+Adult Fellowship Horseraces hosted by the Turnmires 

 

+Oktoberfest held at Woodlake Pavilion coordinated by Diana Abromaitis 

 

+Chili Cook-off hosted by the Francks' 

 

+Adult Fellowship Christmas Party hosted by the Sides 

 

+Provided a Spa Basket to be auctioned at the Shannon Long Golf Tournament Dinner 

 

+Partnered with the Worship Ministry to coordinate meal for Church on the Lawn 

(moved inside due to rain). 

 

+Celebrated the 10 year anniversary of Pastor Chris’ ordination with a cupcake buffet 

 

+Cinco De Mayo hosted by the Hurlberts' 

 

+Met with Nancy Baldwin, coordinator of Care Meals, to begin work on some guidelines 

for funeral receptions 

 

+Provided new member receptions: In September we began a new process for new 

members. Instead of doing a reception following worship services we will now provide 

lunch for the class. 

 

Thanks go out to the members of the Ministry who contributed their time and talents:  

New members who joined our group this year are Wendy McKenzie, Ginny Devereaux 

and Retha Murray. They joined Kris Kenline, Bill Franck, Judy Lawrence, Trish 

Davidson, Brenda Grohman, Karen Bazemore, and Diana Abromaitis. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Becky Sides, chairperson 

 

 

 



SOCIAL OUTREACH ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

January 2010: Social Outreach assisted with the sponsorship of the Iraqi refugee family. 

We gathered household items and furniture to prepare a home for their arrival. We helped 

with transportation to and from doctors, schools, DSS as needed. Provided support in all 

areas needed. 

  

February 2010: Continued support of the refugee family. 

  

March 2010: Held a spaghetti dinner and bake sale to raise funds for the refugee family. 

We were very successful and raised over $700. 

  

April 2010: Social Outreach sponsored an Easter Basket drive for God's Storehouse and 

the need children in our community. The members of LSLC donated over 40 Easter 

Baskets. 

  

May & June 2010: Each year for Mothers Day and Fathers Day, Social Outreach along 

with volunteers from LSLC visit the residents of the Rice Home and present them with a 

bud vase of flowers and hand made cards from the LSLC pre school. The residents are 

always very happy to see us. 

  

July 2010: We collected and delivered pantry items for the Angel House. Donations 

included paper towels, toilet tissue, laundry detergent, dish detergent, bath soap, fabric 

softener, and other cleaning supplies. We also had a diaper drive for Ameen 

Naji.....newest member of the Naji family. 

  

August 2010: Social Outreach sponsored our annual school supply and back pack drive 

for four District 2 schools. We were able to donate 4 huge boxes of supplies and 45 back 

packs. These donations were provided to Long Leaf Middle School, Dent Middle School, 

Forest Lake Elementary and Joseph Keels Elementary. These schools were chosen 

because they had the greatest percentage of children receiving free free lunches. 

  

December 2010: Sponsored the Angel Giving Tree for the less fortunate children in our 

community. Members of LSLC contributed a truckload if new toys and gifts that was 

delivered to God's Storehouse. We also collected grocery store gift cards that were 

presented to school district 2 to give to those children with families in need. 

  

Social Outreach also has ongoing projects throughout the year. We collect non perishable 

food items for God's Storehouse as well as clothing items. LSLC members donate toiletry 

items in support of the Columbia Women's shelter. We have had several noisy offering to 

support various needs in our community this year as well. 

 

 

Renee Branham 

 

 



OPERATION IN AS MUCH 2010 

Built two ramps for disabled, worked to improve Town of Blythewood Community 

Center by repairing exterior and painting interior and exterior, new lighting installed; 

worked at Camp Discovery Center cleaning outdoor furniture and preparing teaching 

materials; Quilting; gave blood for Red Cross work; prepared lunches. Donated funds 

used $8,500.00 

 

Partners included Town of Blythewood, Piney Grove AME, Breath of Life Lutheran 

Church, John Keeler, Landscaper, and Ralph Walden, Architect. Joy Church. 

 

Crew leaders: Ed Brennan, Pete McManus, Judy Lawrence, Rachel Tustin, 

Bob Strom, Oscar Torres, Henry Manning, Jean Cronin. 

 

Pete Amoth, Chair 

 

 

LIVING SPRINGS QUILTERS ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

The Living Springs Quilters had a busy year. In the spring of 2010 our prayers were 

answered and we received a donation of about twenty bolts of fabric to continue our work 

with. Between January and April, we worked ardently to complete 13 quillows in a 

variety of patterns and colors that were presented to the graduating seniors.  In May 2010, 

following a special blessing, 38 completed quilts which ranged in size from crib to full 

were donated to Hannah House on Taylor street which serves as a temporary shelter for 

battered women and children in the Columbia area.  

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

During 2010, we used the name of Thankful Stewards as the basis for our program.  

Combined with this name, we also incorporated the Biblical story of the Fishes and 

Loaves into our educational process, our materials, and our temple talks. 

As a part of our efforts, members of this committee taught the adult Sunday School class 

during September.  The following concepts were taught during the class:    (1) 

Environmental Stewards, (2) Utilizing Our Talents, (3) Being a Good Steward of our 

Time, (4) Financial Stewards, (5) The Biblical Basis of Stewardship.  Committee 

members also contributed a stewardship message thru the E News during the month.   

Each member of our church was presented with a wooden fish, a wooden piece of bread, 

and the financial commitment card.  They were encouraged to decorate the fish in a 

manner that would tell of the story of their God-given talents.  These were then returned 

to the church and placed in the form of a cross in the narthex of the church.  The bread 

served as a reminder for our members to present their financial commitment cards during 

our celebration weekend.   

 

Members of the team are:  Pastor Chris Stoxen, Todd Gunvalson, Mark Stuart, Dan 

Wouri, Kathryn Padgett, and Mike Davidson. 

 



WORSHIP AND MUSIC ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

We look back during 2010 and remember all the wonderful things that happened at 

Living Springs.  

Looking at a glance: 

February: Souper Bowl Weekend/Youth Weekend – youth collected donations for 

Souper Bowl of Caring and lead our 3 services in music and word.  

June and July: For the summer months, we held the Saturday 5:05 service and one 

combined Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m. Mixed feedback on the combination of Sunday 

services.  

Lutheran Men Weekend: 

WELCA Weekend: 

 

Farewells: 

 

In June to Vicar Sarah Flatt. We thank Sarah for her hard work and enthusiasm given to 

our congregation. We wish her many successes as she continues her seminary studies. 

Welcomes: 

In April, the congregation called Lexanne Graves to ministry at Living Springs in the role 

of Part-Time Associate in Ministry with primary responsibilities of the youth and 

Christian education programs. Lexanne has been an integral part of these programs. She 

also assists in worship, leads children's sermons, and has also preached as well. We 

welcome her and her family: Scott, Anna Leigh, and Wesley into our fellowship. 

Peter Kowitz joined us in July as a field seminarian student working as a Liturgist to gain 

worship leadership experience. 

Alicia Koon joined us in July as a field seminarian student working in the area of 

Christian Education. Alicia taught both adult and confirmation classes and also assist 

with worship as a Liturgist. She also organized and taught a retreat for 4
th

 and 5
th

 graders. 

Ricky Inman joined us in August as an intern to gain experience working with youth. 

Ricky has been involved in the Monday Night Bible Study for High School Youth. 

We give thanks: 

For the members of Altar Guild who volunteer monthly and make sure our linen and 

banners are displayed for the correct liturgical season, prepare communion for 3 services, 

and take care of supplies for worship.  

The church continues to be beautifully decorated during Easter, Christmas, and other 

special services. Thanks to all those who volunteer their time to help with these efforts!  

We continue to be blessed with beautiful music through vocal, handbell and guitar choirs. 

We also thank many members and guests who provided additional instrumental and vocal 

music throughout the year. We were also blessed this year to have several organists fill in 

for Nickie while she was on vacation.  

We had 21 baptisms this year and 9 youth were confirmed.  401 people attended the 3 

Christmas Eve services (174 at the 5 pm service; 150 at the 7 pm service, and 77 at the 10 

pm service). We continually are asking members to serve as worship assistants in our 3 

services as this enhances worship for all of us. We added a "Liturgist" this year to assist 

Pastor Chris with each service. This is a wonderful opportunity for members to assist in a 



different role of worship and also gives Pastor Chris an opportunity to experience 

worship in a different way. 

During September and October, we enjoyed the beautiful display of Fish in the Narthex. 

This was a project by the Stewardship ministry team as an outward sign of our need to be 

faithful stewards. 

We held our Saturday Worship on Christmas Day. We had 35 people in attendance. 

Reverend Charles Pollard led worship and we enjoyed beautiful music from the Choir 

and Mrs. Pollard, who played the organ for that service. 

Our Sunday worship the day after Christmas was very unique as those who ventured out 

to worship do so in the snow! Lexanne Graves led the service, which was simple and 

beautiful and was enhanced by the falling snow. We appreciate our guest organist who 

assisted with worship at both Sunday services. 

We hope you noticed the Volunteer Board in the narthex as you entered worship each 

week. This board is a reminder of those who volunteered to service as worship assistants 

for that week. Remember to review the board when you enter the narthex to see if you are 

serving that day. Thanks to Shawn Dunn, Office Manager, for updating each week. 

As we closed the calendar year, May God continue to bless our church, our staff, and our 

members as we reach out to celebrate, share, and serve!! 

 

 

Kathy Brennan 
Worship Ministry Team Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN OF THE ELCA ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

Our Purpose Statement 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus 

Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, We commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm 

our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote 

healing and wholeness in the church, the society and the world. 

 

 We held the annual Women’s Weekend Worship Services. Women assisted with 

worship at all 3 Services. 

 

 Reviewed applications for the Phebe Le Grand Scholarship and chose 6 

recipients. Decorated tables for the White Elephant Auction. 

 

 Served lunch on Good Friday. 

 

 Visited the historic Kensington Mansion in Eastover, SC. 

 

 Our Mother’s Day Project was to collect monetary donations from the 

congregation for an African Drum or Preschool Tuition Assistance. Collected 

$90.00 for a Drum and $150.00 for Tuition Assistance. 

 

 Two Delegates attended the South Carolina WELCA Convention at Newberry 

College. At the Convention we gave $50.00 to WELCA Regular offering and 

$25.00 for the WELCA Thank Offering. Also, for the Convention Project we 

gave two $20.00 gift cards from Lowe’s to be given to South Carolina’s five 

Mission Churches. 

 

 Attended the Midlands Conference at St. Andrews Lutheran Church in 

Blythewood, SC. Donated canned goods. 

 

 Held an Appreciation Luncheon for Living Springs Preschool Staff and Teachers. 

Gave out Recognition Certificates. 

 

 Attended lunch and a Piano Concert at Trinity Episcopal Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CIRCLE OF STONES 

Who we are: A group of women who participated in a first time women's retreat in the 

fall of 2009 to find fellowship, friendship and strengthen their faith. We have met since 

that time to continue our journey of faith and support - to stay connected, share each 

other's joys and sorrows and continue to be the collective caring, and sharing of 

wisdom and support...to keep being a "Circle of Stones" for each other. Our goal is to 

support a service project each meeting to reflect our caring & sharing back to the 

community. 

During 2010, we have: 

-provided a gift basket to a needy family with teenagers 

- have given the Lutheran-sponsored Naji family a baby shower for their new American 

son Ameen, provided needed supplies, & acted as a support group for this family that has 

struggled to make USA their home. 

 - helped Scarlett, a member, get packed & moved so she could continue onto the next 

chapter in her life. 

- provided needed items for the Living Springs summer camp held in June. 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 

The Women’s Book Club gathers every other month to discuss a book, providing 

fellowship and opportunities to share faith and life experiences. Each meeting is held at a 

different woman’s house with desserts and beverages served. The Book Club is a 

wonderful small group ministry that is open to women of all ages. The December 

meeting is our holiday get-together at a local restaurant. We give thanks for Karen Kranz 

for coordinating the meetings. The group perused six books in 2010: 

 

Date  

(all 

Mondays) 

Book Author Hostess 

February 15 Have a Little Faith Mitch Albom Jan Schmidt 

April 19 Dewey: The Small-Town Library Cat Vicky Myron & Bret 

Witter 

Jean Cronin 

June 7 So You Don’t Want to Go to Church 

Anymore 

Wayne Jacobson &  

Dave Coleman 

Karen Kranz 

August 16 The Help Kathryn Stockett Gail 

Buchanan 

October 4 Circle of Stones Judith Duerk Pastor Chris 

December 6 A Day with a Perfect Stranger David Gregory O’Charley’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YA’LL – YOUNG ADULTS LIVING LUTHERAN ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

The YA’LL (Young Adults Living Lutheran) group was formed in 2010 as a new 

ministry group at Living Springs Lutheran Church. The goal has been for people to see 

how the life of a faith community can contribute to day-to-day activities and give the 

opportunity for young adults to meet people their same age. Throughout 2010, several 

different opportunities for social and service gatherings were offered. 

 

We kicked off the year in February with a gathering at Jon and Allison Cowherd’s house 

to get to know one another and talk about our ideas for the group.  

 

In March, we had a similar get together and met a handful of new faces. During this get 

together, we had a diaper drive for the refugee family the church adopted. Several 

packages of diapers and wipes were collected and donated. 

 

In April, we held a Parent’s Night Out and met for dinner at Brixx’s Pizza and ended the 

evening at Corked Wine Shop. 

 

In May, we celebrated Cinco de Mayo with a get together at Jared and Kristi Fox’s house. 

Also in May, we spent time at Living Springs Fest to let young adults know about the 

new ministry.  

 

In June, we held at summer barbeque and game night at the Cowherd’s house. At this 

gathering, we had an amazing turnout of 25 adults and 10+ children. 

 

Towards the end of August, the group met at the church and had a fall kick-off pizza 

party. At this get together, we talked about service opportunities we can do as a group. 

While the adults met, a movie and games kept children busy.  

 

In October, to finish the year, the group had a pumpkin carving contest for adults and a 

pumpkin painting contest for children. 

 

For more information about our group, visit our Facebook page (Living Springs Lutheran 

Church – YALL) or email allison.cowherd@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUTH MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

 

Team Members: Jan Berger, Brantley Davidson, Laura Evans, Lexanne Graves, Robert 

Grohman, Ricky Inman, Ann Marie McManus, Pete McManus, Steven Padgett, Pastor 

Chris Stoxen, Karlene Stuart, Adam Woodruff, and Christie and Dan Wuori. 

 

Our Youth Council Representative was Ann Marie McManus and our Council Liaisons 

were Pete McManus and Adam Woodruff. 

 

Our focus this year was to make sure that all four youth groups included three vital 

aspects each month: service, devotions, and fellowship. By adopting this new framework 

we were and are able to grow stronger Christian young people and increase participation.  

 

Mid year we changed the make up of our committee in order to utilize our team members 

more efficiently. We have group leaders for each age group and then we come together as 

a team and are facilitated by our Director of Faith Formation.  

 

Kindergarten through 2nd graders: For the spring quarter, this group was under the 

direction of Sarah Sweitzer, Joe Canterbury and Chris Horan. For the fall quarter, this 

group was under the direction of Christie and Dan Wuori and met once a month. Their 

activities included movie nights, "Boo and the Zoo", Saluda Shoals nature walks, 

caroling at Christmas, and making Christmas cards for the Rice Estate members. Each of 

these activities accomplished the 3 vital aspects of youth ministry: service, devotions, and 

fellowship. We give God thanks for the leadership, compassion and love these leaders 

have for our young people. 

 

CLUB 3456: For the spring quarter, this group was under the direction of Jim and Deb 

Lentz and Karlene and Mark Stuart. For the fall quarter, this group was under the 

direction of Karlene and Mark Stuart and met twice a month. Their events included a 

pool party, Friday night of Adventure, caroling at Christmas, Art Elements, rafting, 

Sesquicentennial Park service project, SC Synod event, making clay pots and planting 

flowers for shut-ins, Sease's Corn Maze, and making LSLC College Exam care packages. 

Each of these activities accomplished the 3 vital aspects of youth ministry: service, 

devotions, and fellowship. We give God thanks for the leadership, compassion and love 

these leaders have for our young people. 

 

Middle and High Schoolers: With the help and leadership of Brantley Davidson, Adam 

Woodruff, Ricky Inman, Robert Grohman, and Joe Canterbury, we have offered many 

events this year to bond these young people together in Christ and lead by example in 

doing service projects in our community. We strive to plan separate events for these two 

age groups, but due to lack of adult leadership and youth participation, we have had to 

plan more events together with both groups. We encourage LSLC members to step up 

and help lead these groups as it is a vibrant group of young people! Below is a list of 

some of our service and fellowship events offered this year: 

 Souper Bowl Sunday (selling soup and collecting donations for God's Storehouse) 



 Fall Festival (Trunk or Treat!) and Easer Egg Hunt for the Church and Preschool 

 CROP Walk and Thanksgiving in September 

 Youth Sunday Weekend—participating in all aspects of worship in February  

 Scarowinds and Winter Jam Concert 

 VBS Week Service Projects (Rice Estate Bingo, Manantial de Vida Lutheran 

church clean up, visiting our shut-ins, Lutheran Family Services refugee house 

clean up) 

 Summer Camp Volunteers 

 Back to School Scavenger Hunt 

 Ski Trip 

 Wii Tournament and Lock Out (to include tithing Christmas tree lot money to buy 

supplies for Oliver Gospel Mission) 

 Spaghetti Dinner and Elf Store 

 Camping, Rafting, and Boat Trips 

 Senior High Monday Night Bible Studies 

 Mystery Tour—first time this year and it was very successful! 

 Hosting Captive Free and being a part of their Bible Study offered here 

 Reformation Party at St. Stephen's, Lexington, SC 

 

Each of these activities accomplished the 3 vital aspects of youth ministry: service, 

devotions, and fellowship. We give God thanks for the leadership, compassion and love 

these leaders have for our young people. 

 

The youth held several fundraising events in order to help fund their activities and 

provide scholarships for youth. These events included the spaghetti dinner before the 

Christmas Pageant, Elf Store, selling LSLC T-shirt sales, Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

supper, and Christmas Tree Sales.  

 

We appreciate the financial and prayerful support of these vibrant youth groups and pray 

that you and your family take full advantage of the spiritual and youthful development 

that is taking place in our midst! 

 

In Christ's love, 

Lexanne Graves, Associate in Ministry 

 

 

"For you were once darkness,  

But now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light." 

Ephesians 5:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LIFEPOINT COUNSELING CENTER BOARD ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

LifePoint Foundational Values 

Three values define and guide LifePoint Counseling Center. These values were identified 

even before LifePoint was named. They serve to shape the character and work of the 

Center. These values come directly from the LifePoint Mission Statement. 

 

I. LifePoint provides quality professional level counseling.   

-LP hires licensed therapists who can provide the highest level of counseling available 

-LP therapists engage in case consultation regularly and clinical supervision as needed to 

assure quality 

 

II. LifePoint therapists provide faith-based counseling. 

-LP therapists are Christian people, active in a local Christian church 

-LP therapists are trained to integrate clients’ faith into their counseling process 

-LP therapists are in agreement with and supportive of LifePoint’s faith-based counseling 

philosophy and approach 

 

III. LifePoint makes counseling as accessible to clients as possible 

-Geographical Accessibility: LifePoint establishes satellites where the need and resources 

for counseling are identified 

-Financial Accessibility: LifePoint works to provide the Samaritan Scholarship Fund, 

making counseling affordable to persons regardless of their financial means 

 

Strategic Plan 

LP does not have a ―formal‖ strategic plan. On the other hand, hopes, dreams, aspirations 

and plans do exist in the minds and hearts of the Director, Board Members, and 

Therapists. The following, then, is not at this time a formal plan, but does describe the 

collective aspirations of LifePoint as a Center. 

 

Long-Range Objectives:  

-For each counseling office in the Hub Site to be providing counseling full time. 

-To establish as many LifePoint Satellites as the Center can effectively provide. 

 

Short Range Objectives: 

-To strengthen the Samaritan Scholarship Fund 

-To increase service levels 

-To shift the Executive-Director Role to more of a Director Role 

 To hire an Administrative Assistant 

 

  

Peace of Christ Be With You All, 

Adam Woodruff 

Life Point Board of Directors 

 

 



LIFEPOINT COUNSELING CENTER THERAPIST’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 

This year has been a very rewarding and successful year of meeting critical needs in the 

lives of individuals, couples, and families.  Mark Tidsworth, Director reports a total of 

762 sessions of counseling in 2009 and 1249 sessions in 2010.  At our Living Springs 

office we offered 41 sessions in 2009 and 164 sessions in 2010.  As you can see, we are 

growing and seeing more and more clients from our church, community and greater 

Columbia area. 

 

Dr. Don Hillyard, our Northeast therapist seeing clients at our church library, provided 

pastoral psychotherapy for 23 individuals, 7 couples, and 3 families with problems with  

children and/or youth.  Many of the individuals were provided EMDR counseling.  Most 

of the couples experienced the Prepare-Enrich marriage assessment inventories. Parents 

of children and adolescents were provided Adlerian parenting materials.  Every client 

was acquainted with Rational-Emotive-Behavioral Therapy and Christian resources.  Dr. 

Hillyard says,‖it has truly been a privilege and a healing experience to be able to provide 

good clinical therapy and Christian love‖.   

 

Our projections for 2011 see continued growth in numbers and quality of service.  We 

hope to add a well trained and compassionate female counselor this year to widen our 

counseling opportunities for clients.  The library office continues to be a very warm, 

pleasant space to offer clients privacy and a comfortable setting.  The digital church sign, 

noting our service, advertises well our church’s comprehensive ministry. 

 

The Samaritan’s Fund at LifePoint continues to be able to subsidize counseling for those 

of limited resources.  We thank you for supporting our annual art auction to raise money.  

This year’s auction will be held in late March in Columbia.  We hope you will come.  

Many of our clients need help in the most urgent and poignant way, and they cannot 

afford the counseling fee.  This truly is a compassionate and powerful effort.   

 

Heartfelt appreciation is expressed to Pastor Stoxen and all of you at Living Springs for 

your hospitality, vision, care for others, and compassion in offering your building and 

program to house this ministry.  Referrals need to be made by calling our main office in 

Lexington at 803.808.9623 or Dr. Hillyard at 803.394.1203.  Pastor Stoxen can be helpful 

if you are a member or friend of our church.   

 

See you at the art auction in March.  Remember, after the verb ―to love‖, ―to help‖ is the 

most beautiful verb in the world. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Dr. Donald H. Hillyard, (NCC/NBCC) 

 

 

 

 

 



LIVING SPRINGS PRESCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT 2010 

 

We have had another wonderful year here at LSLCPS/ASC. We continue to work in 

partnership with the church and congregation to help strengthen our commitment to 

serving this community and spreading the ministry of Living Springs. 

Here are a few highlights from 2010: 

 As usual we started off the year right, with brainstorming ways that we can 

continue our work in this community and strengthen our commitment to being a 

team and working together for our shared vision. 

 During Lutheran Schools Week in March, we celebrated many exciting 

activities with the children and parents, including special treats shared with 

families. Such as: special visits in the classrooms, sharing stories and books, 

sharing art activities and games. Our week was kicked off with a special Sunday 

service to say ―Thank You‖ to our teachers for all that they do. The congregation 

and fellow ministry teams also treated to the teachers to a wonderful luncheon to 

show their appreciation. It was quite a treat! 

 Last year we made a move to going more “Green”. We purchased bowls and 

spoons for the children to use at snack and lunch times. We had been using paper 

and plastic products in the past. This was both costly as well as not as 

environmentally responsible as we could be. We feel that this is still an area of 

growth, as we look at more ways to use washable/recyclable products. Since our 

decision to move forward with this concept last year, we have seen a savings in 

our product cost. We have also installed soap dispensers at each sink in the 

classrooms. This has allowed us to move away from the commercial ―bagged 

soap‖ to gallon size bottles which we use to refill the dispensers. We have also 

added dispensers in the adult bathrooms and classroom bathrooms as well. This 

has increased our savings making us both more fiscally responsible as well as 

modeling to our children how to save and be environmentally friendly.  

 Another cost savings measure we have included this year is moving away from 

our commercial paper towel distributor to using and ―in house‖ employee to go to 

the local ―super store‖ to purchase paper towels. We have added paper towel 

dispensers to all necessary areas and no longer use the commercial company. This 

expense had been quite large in the past, we were able to increase our savings in 

this area to better utilize those funds elsewhere. 

 We celebrated NAEYC’s Week of the Young Child with our Annual Field Day 

in April. As we did last year, we sold reusable water bottles with our 

LSLCPS/ASC logo along with popcorn at field day. We had several church 

members join us to help with the sales, and the festivities. We had a strong 

community outreach and participation. It was a fun way to work together with 

church members and the community, to get the word out about the great things 



that we have to offer here at LSLCPS. We look forward to an even larger event 

next year! 

 We held our 4yr. old promotion in May for both our full and half day children. 

As always that is a bittersweet time of year as we watch those that have grown so 

much over the years, leave us to go on to kindergarten. Fortunately we do get to 

see many of the children when they come back to our ASC program. This year we 

had many younger siblings ―promoted‖ so that was nice to see those continuing 

families that have a history with LSLCPS. 

  We had another exciting Summer Camp this year. This was the second year that 

the Preschool and Church Summer Camp have ―officially‖ shared this activity. 

The children really enjoyed the music portion and it was yet another way for us to 

share with the children and families the power of what we do here. One thing that 

did change this year was the addition of bringing the ―Summer Camp‖ 

downstairs. Our first year we involved our summer campers that are school aged, 

this year we involved ages 2-4 into the program. How EXCITING!! ALL ages 

enjoyed the daily live music (from toddlers to 5
th

 graders). We had a gracious 

donation from our congregational members The Tracy’s. They made the summer 

camp T-shirts for staff and children to wear during the week. We were able to 

utilize the classrooms downstairs to use as different activity rooms. The children 

were then able to transition from room to room and follow the schedule of 

activities. This was such rejuvenation for staff and children. It really showed how 

well we can work together to make great things happen! 

 The Fall Festival in October was a great success! It was also our 3rd annual 

Trunk-or-Treat. It was a wonderful outreach to the community. Thankfully we 

weren’t rained out this year. The weather was actually quite nice. We estimated 

that we had approx. 200 people at the event. We cooked two 18 qt. roasters of 

chili along with another 8 qt. pot and we almost ran out! Thanks to Tina Edwards 

and her daughter Taylor we had enough cornbread. They made cornbread all 

morning long! We also held our Silent Auction the same evening; we made 

approx. $1000.00 with this as well as the donations from the chili dinner. We 

certainly will need volunteers to prepare for the upcoming 2011 celebration, so 

please keep us in mind! 

 We also held our Annual Cobb Cookie Fundraiser this fall; we were able to put 

approx. $1100.00 into our fund to use for various things this year, such as: Staff 

incentives, classroom activities and supplies. This is a wonderful company that 

we have worked with for several years. They are committed to customer service 

and are a local business. It is always nice to be able to support our ―neighbors‖. 

  The Thanksgiving Feast in November was a wonderful success. We started the 

evening with the children singing a few chapel songs, then we were all able to 

enjoy in food and fellowship. We estimated we had about 200 people attend this 



event. The Board members were a great help when it came to cooking, setting up 

for the dinner, and cleaning up. We served 5 turkeys and 3 hams. It was 

wonderful to see everyone chip in from set up to clean up, what great teamwork! 

 We wrapped up our year with our Annual Christmas Program. The children 

sang songs they had been practicing for weeks. This is a wonderful way for 

children to be exposed to standing up in front of others and performing. We all 

enjoyed celebrating the season with our families. 

Another great addition to our Living Springs Team has been the addition of Lexanne 

Graves and her position as Director of Faith Formation. I was fortunate enough to be 

asked to be on the hiring committee for this position and have faith in knowing that the 

correct decision was made. She has had some wonderful outreach opportunities with our 

staff and families. I have had both staff and families express their joy with her addition to 

our ministry. I look forward to continuing to work with Pastor Chris and Lexanne as we 

grow together in this ministry to the community. We look forward to moving ahead and 

planning many more great times for sharing in fellowship. We are anxious to move 

forward as we head into 2011 with many ideas of ways to work together with the various 

ministry teams. We have already begun to brainstorm ideas on how the preschool can 

support the ministry teams (hanging flyers when events are going on, making sure our 

families know about all the wonderful activities that are happening in the church), ways 

that the ministry teams can support our preschool with various activities (i.e., making 

blankets, reading books, sharing life stories, cooking, doing art activities). By being 

involved and present in one another’s activities we will continue to grow and foster the 

strength that makes Living Springs stand out as a ministry of acceptance, tolerance and 

commitment to our mission. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to work with the Living Springs Church community, we 

are doing great things together! 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Tammy Mancuso 

Director of LSLCPS/ASC 

 

 

 


